PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

He was so sceptical that he systematically refused
contact with foreign representatives in Spain. During the
whole period of his Government after his return from
France it was very difficult to know where he was, since he
moved about from one place to another from day to day,
and often incognito. He was like someone hiding from
justice. On February 25th, for instance, a member of the
International Committee for the Exchange of Prisoners
visited me at my headquarters. He had come to ask me if
I knew anything about certain exchanges which were
being carried out. I explained that I, as Commander of
an Army, had no official status in such matters, and that
therefore I could not help him. He agreed with me, but
said that he had come to me because he had been looking
for the Prime Minister for five days and had not been able
to speak to him, although he had been to all his usual
places of residence in Madrid, Valencia, Yuste, etc.

After the coup d'etat, the National Council of Defence
made the question of peace negotiations its first duty. It
could not be otherwise, as this was the one mission which
justified its whole existence.

Now to secure a decent and honourable peace it was
necessary to strengthen the discipline and morale of the
Army and to raise the civil population from the wretched
state into which it had sunk as a result of the inexplicable
loss of Catalonia. To do this we needed intelligently
directed propaganda, and we had to suppress the hysterical
cries, absurd slogans and the intolerable conduct of the
Communist Party. But from its very first moment in
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